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Christmas Day – 2 

HYMN 55 – Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful 
 

 
 

GREETING 
 
M Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. 

 

C Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things.  All the ends of the earth 

have seen the salvation of our God.  

 

 



Christmas Day – 3 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

M By right, we should have nothing to sing about.  We do not deserve God’s love.  He created 

humankind in his perfect image to live with him in peace forever.  But Adam and Eve sinned 

against him, and we have sinned against him no less than they. 

C We confess our sins, O Lord.   

 

M We are embarrassed to think of our sins here.  Our hearts are filled with love for you, but we 
confess we have often loved others more than you.  Our eyes behold your glory, but we 

confess we have lusted for what you forbid.  Our lips praise you, but we confess we have 

spoken evil again and again.   

C We deplore our sins, O Lord.   
 

M They have only gained us trouble.  They have not given us the happiness they promised.   

C For the sake of Jesus, forgive us for sinning against you, O Lord.   
 

M Remind us that Christ came into the world to free us from the guilt of sin.  Proclaim to us that 

his life and death cover our sins.  Keep us from being attracted to sin.  Spare us from being 
enslaved by sin.  Help us make up for the sins we commit against one another. 

C Deliver us from sin’s power, O Lord. 

 

M Glory to God in the highest!  In love that astounds us, the eternal God sent his one and only 
Son to live among us, to obey as we could not, and to suffer what we deserved.  In Christ 

there is indeed peace on earth.  In him God extends his good will to all people.  Because of 

Christ and by his authority, I say to you what God says: In Christ your sins are forgiven!    

C Glory to God in the highest!  Amen.   

 



Christmas Day – 4 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M Almighty God, grant that the birth of your only Son in the flesh may set us free from our old 
bondage under the yoke of sin; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. (spoken) 

 
FIRST LESSON Isaiah 52:7-10 

Those who announce the Christmas message of salvation have beautiful feet! 

 
 ISAIAH 52:7

 How beautiful on the mountains  
  are the feet of those who bring good news,  

 who proclaim peace, who bring good tidings,  

  who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, “Your God reigns!” 
  

8
 Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices;  

  together they shout for joy.  

 When the LORD returns to Zion,  
  they will see it with their own eyes. 

  
9
 Burst into songs of joy together,  

  you ruins of Jerusalem,  

 for the LORD has comforted his people,  
  he has redeemed Jerusalem. 

  
10

 The LORD will lay bare his holy arm  

  in the sight of all the nations,  
 and all the ends of the earth will see the salvation of our God. 



Christmas Day – 5 

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 98   (62 – Joy to the World) 
 

 
 

 



Christmas Day – 6 

SECOND LESSON  Hebrews 1:1-9 

The son of Mary is he through whom God speaks to us.  Not only is he the son of Mary, but he is 

the Son of God, superior to the angels. 

 
HEBREWS 1:1

 In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in 
various ways, 

2
 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir 

of all things, and through whom he made the universe.  
3
 The Son is the radiance of God’s 

glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. 
After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in 

heaven. 
4
 So he became as much superior to the angels as the name he has inherited is 

superior to theirs. 

  
5
 For to which of the angels did God ever say,  

 “You are my Son;  

  today I have become your  

   Father “?  
Or again,  

 “I will be his Father,  

  and he will be my Son”? 
  
6
 And again, when God brings his firstborn into the world, he says,  

 “Let all God’s angels worship him.” 

 
 
7
 In speaking of the angels he says,  

 “He makes his angels winds,  

  his servants flames of fire.” 
  
8
 But about the Son he says,  

 
 “Your throne, O God, will last for ever  

   and ever,  

 and righteousness will be the scepter  

   of your kingdom. 
  

9
 You have loved righteousness and hated  

   wickedness;  

  therefore God, your God, has set you  
   above your companions  

  by anointing you with the oil of  

   joy.” 

 

 

 



Christmas Day – 7 

VERSE OF THE DAY Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light 
 

 
 

 

GOSPEL   John 3:16-21 

The greatest Christmas gift! 

 
JOHN 3:16

 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes 

in him shall not perish but have eternal life.
  17

 For God did not send his Son into the world to 

condemn the world, but to save the world through him.
  18

 Whoever believes in him is not 
condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not 

believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.
  19

 This is the verdict: Light has come into 

the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil.
  20

 Everyone 

who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be 
exposed.

  21
 But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly 

that what he has done has been done through God.”
 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 35 – Of the Father’s Love Begotten 

 



Christmas Day – 8 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

SERMON    

 

 



Christmas Day – 9 

SERMON   John 3:16 
 

The Reason for the Season Is…? 
 

CONFESSION OF FAITH 
  

 Whoever wishes to be saved must, above all else, hold to the true Christian faith.  Now 

this is the true Christian faith: 

 

 We believe and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ, God’s Son, is both God and man. 

 

 He is God, eternally begotten from the nature of the Father,  

   and he is man, born in time from the nature of his mother,  

   fully God, fully man,  

   with rational soul and human flesh,  

   equal to the Father as to his deity,  

   less than the Father as to his humanity; 

 

 And though he is both God and man,  

   Christ is not two persons but one,  

   one, not by changing the deity into flesh,  

   but by taking the humanity into God;  

   one indeed, not by mixture of the natures,  

   but by unity in one person;  

 

 For just as the rational soul and flesh are one human being,  

   so God and man are one Christ.   

 

 He suffered for our salvation,  

   descended into hell,  

   rose the third day from the dead.   

 He ascended into heaven,  

   is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty,  

   and from there will come to judge the living and the dead.   

 At his coming all people will rise with their own bodies. 

 

 This is the true Christian faith. 

    From the Athanasian Creed 

 

FRIENDSHIP REGISTER, OFFERING, and MUSICAL OFFERING 
 



Christmas Day – 10 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

 stand 

 

M Eternal Father, we give you thanks and praise on this holy day for sending your one and only 
Son to share our humanity, to carry our guilt, and to become for us the perfect Lamb who takes 

away the sin of the world.   

C We adore you, O Lord.  
 

M Remember ministers of the gospel throughout the world who on this day are proclaiming that a 
Savior has been born.  We especially commend to your care the missionaries we, as members of 

the Wisconsin Synod, have called.  Since they cannot enjoy the fellowship of their extended 

families this Christmas, we pray that you would give them the inner joy that comes with service 

in your kingdom. 

C Protect all those who preach the gospel in our place, O Lord. 
 

M As we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who are less fortunate 

than we are.  Give us hearts that truly care for people who need our help.  If it is your will, bring 

your powerful healing to those who are sick or diseased in body or mind.  We pray especially for 
brothers and sisters who are setting aside their celebration today to care for the sick, feed the 

bedridden, and stand at the side of the dying.  

C Sustain those who endure the troubles of life, O Lord. 
 

M Be a source of strength to the members of this congregation. Comfort all who have lost a loved 

one during the past year, support those who are troubled, and be with those who are spending 
Christmas alone.  If any are among us today who have lost the true meaning of this festival, let 

them rediscover the joy that comes from Christ alone. 

C Let your peace reign in the hearts of all, O Lord. 
 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow 
 

M Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 

Silent prayer 
 

M As you sent your Son to bring peace to all people on earth, so we pray for all people, those 

known and those unknown to us.  Hear us as we join in the prayer your Son taught us: 
 

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 

who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 
 

 



Christmas Day – 11 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

M The Lord be with you 

C  And also with you.  (spoken) 
 

M Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up to the Lord.  (spoken) 
 

M Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give him thanks and praise.  (spoken) 
 

M It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, for in the wonder 

and mystery of his birth you have opened our eyes to the glory of your grace and renewed in 

our hearts the fervor of your love.  Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, 
we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:    

 



Christmas Day – 12 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

M Our Lord Jesus Christ, the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, 

he broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given 
for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do 

this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

M The peace of the Lord be with you always 
C Amen.  (spoken) 
 

 



Christmas Day – 13 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN 37 – Once Again My Heart Rejoices 
 

 
 



Christmas Day – 14 

Following the Distribution the congregation stands at the invitation of the presiding minister 

 
 

1.  As angels joyed with one accord 

     Upon the advent of our Lord, 

     So laud we all and bless the name 

     Of him who from the Father came. 

 

2.  In every age--let praise abound-- 

     He comes; we hear his voice resound. 

     His glorious gospel does not cease  

     To bring us comfort, joy, and peace. 

3.  He comes to us in bread and wine 

     To give himself and gifts divine. 

     Oh, praise him for this sacrament, 

     Redeeming love’s great testament! 

 

4.  Lift up your heads!  All grief and pain 

     Shall vanish when he comes again. 

     Where we shall see him face to face, 

     There joy alone shall have a place. 

 

 

 

PRAYER 
 

M O Lord, our heavenly Father, you have proclaimed to us once again the joyful good news of 
the birth of your Son.  We give you thanks and praise for the gift of the world’s redemption, 

for the gift of eternal peace, and for the gift of joy in the Holy Spirit.  Preserve these treasures 

in our hearts and minds until we finally come to share your eternal glory; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen.  (spoken) 
 

 

 

BLESSING 
 

M The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen.  (spoken) 
 

 

 



Christmas Day – 15 

HYMN (Choir vs. 1,2; congregation vs. 3,4) Joy Has Dawned 
Words and Music by Keith Getty & Stuart Townend 

© 2004 Thankyou Music/Adm. by worshiptogether.com songs, 

excl. UK & Europe, adm. by Kingsway Music. tym@kingsway.co.uk.  Used by permission. 
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Christmas Day – 16 

 


